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March 29, 2017 
The inaugural Connecting Entrepreneurial 
Communities Conference (CEC) will be held 
April 19-20 in McCook, Nebraska. 
What Is It?  The CEC Conference is an oppor-
tunity to educate communities on the various 
tools and resources available to assist them in 
helping entrepreneurs grow and prosper in 
their communities. Present-
ers are found locally, re-
gionally and from other 
states to share how they 
found success in a variety 
of aspects of building the 
entrepreneurship ecosys-
tem.   
One of the unique aspects 
of the CEC Conference is 
that it is not held in a conference setting. 
Breakout sessions are embedded in shops and 
venues throughout the downtown area so the 
conference offers the unique opportunity to 
learn about and experience an entrepreneurial 
community. Rather than sitting in a meeting 
room with no windows, participants will wander 
around downtown as they move from session to 
session. This creative approach, modeled after 
the Michigan State connecting entrepreneurial 
communities conference, offers plenty of oppor-
tunity for networking and seeing first hand the 
entrepreneurial efforts in the community. 
Market Report  Year 
Ago  4 Wks Ago  3-27-17 
Livestock and Products, 
Weekly Average          
Nebraska Slaughter Steers, 
35-65% Choice, Live Weight. . . . . .  .  *  124.33  NA 
Nebraska Feeder Steers, 
Med. & Large Frame, 550-600 lb. . . . .  193.84  154.87  158.80 
Nebraska Feeder Steers, 
Med. & Large Frame 750-800 lb. . .. .  158.93  132.36  137.50 
Choice Boxed Beef, 
600-750 lb. Carcass. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  226.62  194.48  223.12 
Western Corn Belt Base Hog Price 
Carcass, Negotiated . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  61.97  68.06  64.07 
Pork Carcass Cutout, 185 lb. Carcass 
51-52% Lean. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  76.02  80.86  78.44 
Slaughter Lambs, wooled and shorn, 
135-165 lb. National. . . . . . .  132.01  141.13  148.08 
National Carcass Lamb Cutout 
FOB. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  346.31  328.04  333.99 
Crops, 
Daily Spot Prices          
Wheat, No. 1, H.W. 
Imperial, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.87  3.22  2.86 
Corn, No. 2, Yellow 
Columbus, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  3.42  3.14  3.18 
Soybeans, No. 1, Yellow 
Columbus, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  8.56  9.14  8.79 
Grain Sorghum, No.2, Yellow 
Dorchester, cwt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.61  4.92  4.85 
Oats, No. 2, Heavy 
Minneapolis, Mn, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.42  3.16  2.75 
Feed          
Alfalfa, Large Square Bales, 
Good to Premium, RFV 160-185 
Northeast Nebraska, ton. . . . . . . . . . .  200.00  137.00  133.75 
Alfalfa, Large Rounds, Good 
Platte Valley, ton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  77.50  67.50  67.50 
Grass Hay, Large Rounds, Good 
 Nebraska, ton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .  85.00  65.00  65.00 
Dried Distillers Grains, 10% Moisture 
Nebraska Average. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  127.50  100.00  98.00 
Wet Distillers Grains, 65-70% Moisture 
Nebraska Average. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  52.00  42.00  41.31 
 ⃰  No Market          
CONNECTING ENTREPRENEURIAL COMMUNITIES CONFERENCE 
Who Should Attend?  This conference is most valua-
ble to teams of community leaders and service provid-
ers that have a desire to develop or enhance the entre-
preneurial environment in the community.  City ad-
ministrators, county commissioners, city council 
members, economic development professionals, 
chamber of commerce leaders, school district leaders 
and youth leaders all benefit from attending. When 
communities bring several participants together, they 
have greater leverage to implement some or all of the 
strategies they learn at the conference. 
About the Venues.  All of the sessions will be embed-
ded in various venues such as local restaurants, retail 
stores, libraries, arts centers, etc. and will be deter-
mined closer to the con-
ference dates. This will 
enable attendees to meet 
business owners and ex-
perience the community.   
Each session is one hour 
long. The local business owner will first have an op-
portunity to briefly share about their business.  
Where is it?  The 2017 conference is in McCook on 
April 19th and 20th. 
About the Sessions  Keynote speakers include Dell 
Gines, Federal Reserve Board of Kansas City, who de-
fines economic development as fostering a dynamic 
environment where economic opportunities can be 
discovered, taken advantage of and maximized to their 
fullest extent to create balanced and sustainable eco-
nomic growth, jobs, a positive sense of ‘place’ and an 
improved quality of life.  
Breakout sessions include local and statewide present-
ers as well as a number of presenters from other states.  
The sessions are organized around the following top-
ics: 
 Youth Entrepreneurship 
 Creating e-Communities 
 Attraction and Retention 
 Entrepreneurship Financing Options 
 Healthy Food Access 
 Resources to Assist Entrepreneurs 
 Foundational Support 
 
Why is the conference being offered?  Nebraska Ex-
tension Community Vitality has developed programs 
such as Entrepreneurial Communities Activation Pro- 
cess (ECAP) and Marketing Hometown America.  
Both programs have been successful at engaging 
communities to move to some type of action.  The 
ECAP evaluation in the pilot communities found 
that communities would like to continue to learn 
from each other.  At the same time extension pro-
fessionals have explored how to keep the momen-
tum moving forward.  Other states have also ex-
plored this question and it led to a North Central 
Regional Center for Rural Development grant 
with Michigan State.  The conference is being 
modeled after the Michigan State CEC conference. 
Scholarships are available.  The Rural Futures 
Institute Scholarships are still available to those 
living in rural communities. Contact Connie Han-
cock - chancock1@unl.edu if interested!   
To register, view the full agenda, or for more infor-
mation about the conference visit http://
communityvitality.unl.edu/.  Or contact one of the 




Ben Dutton - ben.dutton@unl.edu 
Connie Hancock – chancock1@unl.edu 
Charlotte Narjes – cnarjes1@unl.edu 
Marilyn Schlake – mschlake1@unl.edu 
Charlotte Narjes (402) 472-1724 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Cnarjes1@unl.edu 
